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GAMING COMMUNITY TRUST — EPILEPSY ACTION AUSTRALIA 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [2.03 pm]: Two weeks ago, I visited 
Broome to launch an online learning module for Epilepsy Action Australia entitled “Yarning Epilepsy”, which 
received $300 000 through the Gaming Community Trust. In my capacity as Minister for Racing and Gaming, 
I consider recommendations from the trust to provide grants for unique community projects. When the 
application for this project was first presented to me, I immediately recognised the benefits it could bring to 
people living with epilepsy in regional Western Australia. Essentially, the module is an online tool to better 
educate health workers, carers and individuals living with epilepsy in regional areas, with a particular focus on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. It is designed to give people a better understanding of epilepsy—how to 
recognise the condition, the various types of seizures and strategies to safely manage those seizures. By 
increasing the knowledge of community health professionals in this way, it will allow current information on 
epilepsy to be disseminated to the wider Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community. I am very pleased that 
the Gaming Community Trust, which receives its funds from unclaimed gambling winnings, could support this 
worthwhile project with a grant that will make a real difference to both health professionals in regional areas and 
those living with epilepsy. 

While in the Kimberley I also took the opportunity to visit two remote Kimberley communities to get an update 
on how the section 175 voluntary liquor restrictions are working. Looma and Pandanus Park communities, 
located in the West Kimberley region between Broome and Derby, both requested section 175 restrictions in 
2011, and recently renewed them for another three years. Previously, those communities suffered alcohol-related 
issues, including domestic violence and falling school attendance rates. Although it cannot be said that all of the 
issues are resolved, I can say that the communities are very happy with the restrictions and feel that they are 
having an impact. I held community meetings at each location, and was extremely pleased with the turnout and 
feedback I received. There are now 17 communities across Western Australia with section 175 liquor restrictions 
in place and I will continue to travel to those communities as they implement or renew the restrictions to ensure 
that they are supported and are effective. 

Also, while I was in Broome, I took the opportunity to make some announcements in my portfolio as 
Minister for Sport and Recreation. I visited the Broome Tennis Club and inspected its newly resurfaced courts, 
thanks to a community sporting and recreation facilities fund grant. I am pleased to announce that since the 
resurfacing took place, membership at that club has increased. I also had the pleasure of announcing that the 
Broome Aquatic Centre would be a beneficiary of the community pools revitalisation program, which is funded 
through royalties for regions. The program allows eligible regional local governments to apply for up to $30 000 
per aquatic centre each year to go towards pool maintenance, upgrades, equipment and staff training. I look 
forward to updating the house on the rollout of this program in coming months. 
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